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QUALIFICATION"SPECIFICATION"
Signature*Level*2*Certificate*in*British*Sign*Language*and*
Understanding*of*Deaf*Awareness*and*Deaf*History*
(QAN:"603/1413/X"

(Signature"Qualification"Reference":""BSLSec)"

"

Qualification*aim*
This"qualification"is"designed"to"enable"learners"to"develop"their"knowledge"and"

skills"in"order"to"communicate"with"Deaf"people"using"British"Sign"Language"(BSL)"in"

a"range"of"everyday"situations.""They"will"learn"about"heritage"and"culture"of"Deaf"

people"which"underpins"the"use"of"BSL.""They"will"develop"their"BSL"productive"and"

receptive"skills"in"order"to"participate"in"varied"conversations"with"a"deaf"person."

"

The"specification"has"been"designed"to"be"consistent"with"the"National"Language"

Standards"at"Level"2."

"

Qualification*objectives*"
At"the"end"of"the"qualification"candidates"will"be"able"to:"

"

•" Demonstrate"knowledge"of"the"language"used"to"describe"deafness"and"Deaf"

people"

•" Develop"tactics"to"overcome"barriers"in"communication"with"deaf"people"

•" Know"the"technical"aids"available"to"deaf"people"

•" Know"how"a"deaf"person’s"language"and"cultural"background"affects"

communication"

•" Demonstrate"knowledge"of"the"origins"of"sign"language"and"the"evolution"of"

BSL."

•" Demonstrate"key"events"and"periods"of"importance"in"the"history"of"BSL."

•" Use"BSL"in"a"variety"of"everyday"settings"

•" Understand"BSL"in"a"variety"of"everyday"settings"

•" Take"part"in"routine"conversations"in"BSL"
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Qualification"structure"

The"qualification"is"divided"into"four"units,"each"of"which"will"be"assessed"separately."

Although"assessments"can"be"taken"straight"after"each"unit"has"been"taught,"

Signature"suggests"that"all"assessments"are"best"taken"at"the"end"of"the"course"
when"all"teaching"is"complete."""

"

Signature*unit*
code*

RQF*Number* Unit*Title* Assessment*
Method*

DA2" D/615/7032" Deaf"Awareness" Externally"

Assessed""

DH2" H/615/7033" Deaf"History"of"

BSL"

Externally"

Assessed"

PBSL2" K/615/7034" Productive"British"

Sign"Language"

Skills"

Externally"

Assessed"

RBSL2" M/615/7035" Receptive"British"

Sign"Language"

Skills""

Externally"

Assessed"

"

Delivery*and*Contact*Hours*
The"certificate"has"a"credit"value"of"24"and"240"hours"of"learning"time"in"total."The"

recommended"guided"learning"hours"is*140"in"total,"as"shown"in"the"table"below."The"
guided"learning"hours"of"140"is"the"time"the"learner"is"timetabled"for"face"to"face"

contact"with"the"centre,"and"should"include:"

"

•" Classroom"based"teaching"

•" Individual"or"group"tutorials"

•" Feedback"or"observed"practice"

"

Unit* Guided*
Learning*
Hours*

Additional*
Study*

Total*Learning*
Time*

Credit*
Value*at*
Level*2*

DA2" 30" 20" 50" 5"
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DH2" 30" 20" 50" 5"

PBSL2" 40" 30" 70" 7"

RBSL2" 40" 30" 70" 7"

"

Guided"Learning"Hours"includes"assessment"time.""Additional"study"hours"include"

private"study,"homework,"practice"etc."

"

Total*Qualification*Time*
*
Guided*
Learning*
Hours*

Additional*
Study*

Total*
Qualification*
Time*

Credit*Value*at*
Level*2*

140" 100" 240" 24"

*
Essential*requirements*BSL"
BSL"competence"standards"include"requirements"for"candidates"to"have"sufficient"

sight,"manual"dexterity,"facial"and"body"movement"to"produce"and"receive"BSL.""It"is"

the"responsibility"of"the"centre"to"explain"these"requirements"before"accepting"a"

candidate"for"this"qualification."

"

Centre*Resources*
Centres"wishing"to"offer"this"qualification"should"ensure"there"are"sufficient"

resources"and"expertise"to"support"delivery"of"the"programme.""Taught"sessions"

should"be"delivered"in"an"identified"base"room.""A"range"of"appropriate"audio"visual"

aids"are"likely"to"be"required"for"the"sessions."""

*

Centre*Staffing*
Centres"should"identify"a"suitably"qualified"programme"manager"and"delivery"team.""

The"members"of"the"delivery"team"who"teach"on"behalf"of"the"centre"should"have"

appropriate"qualifications"and"experience"of"this"field.""It"is"the"responsibility"of"the"

centre"to"ensure"the"team"have:"

"

•" Competence"in"the"subject"matter"of"the"qualification"they"are"delivering"

•" Qualifications"and/or"professional"experience"in"the"subject"they"are"teaching"
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•" A"recognised"or"relevant"teacher"qualification"

"

Support*provided*to*learners*during*the*course.*
As"part"of"the"induction"process,"learners"should"be"given"information"about"the"

course"content,"advice"on"the"assessment"methods"for"this"qualification"and"

information"on"reasonable"adjustments.""Learners"should"also"be"given"information"

on"guided"learning"hours,"ongoing"support,"information"on"tutorials"and"the"range"of"

teaching"materials"that"will"be"available"to"support"learning."""

"

Progression*routes*
On"completion"of"this"qualification"a"wide"range"of"further"qualifications"is"available,"

including:"

"

Level"3"Certificate"in"British"Sign"Language"

Level"4"Certificate"in"British"Sign"Language"

Level"4"Certificate"in"British"Sign"Language"and"Introduction"to"Interpreting"

Level"6"Certificate"in"British"Sign"Language"
" "
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UNIT"SPECIFICATION""
Unit**DA2*–*Deaf*Awareness*
(RQF"Unit"Number:""D/615/7032)"

*
Unit*summary*
To"provide"learners"with"basic"knowledge"and"skills"to"be"able"to"communicate"

effectively"with"deaf"people."
 

Guided*learning*
hours*(GLH)*

Additional*study*
hours*

Total*learning*time* Credit*value*at*Level*
2*

30" 20" 50" 5"
"

Objective**
At"the"end"of"this"unit"candidates"can:"

"

•" Demonstrate"knowledge"of"the"language"used"to"describe"deafness"and"Deaf"

people"

•" Understand"and"recall"statistics"relating"to"deafness"and"Deaf"people"

•" Develop"communication"tactics"and"use"these"to"overcome"communication"

barriers."Knowing"how"to"repair"a"breakdown"in"communication."

•" Know"how"a"deaf"person’s"English"and"BSL"and"cultural"background"affects"

communication"

•" Know"a"range"of"technical"aids"available"to"deaf"people"

•" Demonstrate"knowledge"of"communication"professionals"and"organisations"

that"work"with"deaf"people"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"
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Learning*Outcomes*
At"the"end"of"this"unit,"the"successful"

learner"will:"

Assessment*Criteria*
At"the"end"of"this"unit,"the"successful"

learner"can:"

1."Know"the"language"commonly"used"to"

describe"deafness"and"Deaf"people"

1.1"List"terms"used"to"describe"deafness."

"

1.2"Recognise"appropriate"and"

inappropriate"language"used"to"describe"

deaf"people,"explain"how"these"terms"may"

make"a"deaf"person"feel."

"

1.3"Define"discrimination"and"give"an"

example."

2."Know"the"numbers"of"deaf"people"and"

types"of"deafness"in"the"UK."

2.1"Provide"accurate"statistics"on"the"

number"of"deaf"people"in"the"UK."

"

2.2"Explain"where"sourced"information"is"

from."

"

3."Know"how"deaf"people"communicate"and"

understand"the"factors"that"affect"

successful"communication"

3.1"List"a"range"of"communication"methods"

used"by"deaf"people,"and"the"effect"of"

locality"upon"their"choice."

"

3.2"Explain"or"describe"how"communication"

can"be"enhanced"and"the"barriers"to"

communication"can"be"lessened."

"

4."Know"how"a"deaf"person’s"language"and"

cultural"background"affects"successful"

communication"

4.1"Describe"how"cultural"affiliation"

influences"language"choice"

"

4.2"List"or"describe"a"range"of"

environmental"factors"that"can"affect"

communication"

"

4.3"Explain"the"factors"that"affect"the"deaf""

person’s"choice"of"language"and"

communication"
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"

"

"

5."Understand"how"the""barriers"to"

communication"for"deaf"people"can"be"

overcome,"and"how"these"barriers"can"be"

overcome"through"the"range"of"

technological"aids"to"communication"

available"to"deaf"people"

5.1"Describe"the"main"points"of"the"Equality"

Act"2010"and"its"relevance"to"deaf"people."

"

5.3"Describe"the"challenges"that"deaf"

people"encounter"when"accessing"

information"and"communication"in"their"

daily"lives"

"

5.4"State"how"these"difficulties"may"be"

overcome"

"

5.5"Describe"the"range"of"technological"aids"

that"can"improve"access"to"communication"

for"deaf""people"

6."Understand"the"work"of"communication"

professionals"and"other"communication"

support"roles."

6.1"Explain"and"compare"the"work"

undertaken"by"two"communication"

professionals"that"support"deaf"people"

"

6.2"Briefly"describe"other"communication"

support"roles"

"

7."Know"about"the"main"national"

organisations"that"work"with"deaf"and"

deafblind"people"

7.1"List"three"main"national"organisations."

Describe"how"main"national"organisations"

support"deaf"people."

"

7.2"Compare"two"other"important"national"

organisations"that"support"deaf"people"

"

Topic*Content*
1." ‘Deaf’"defined"in"a:"

a" Medical"model"

a" Social"model"

a" Cultural"linguistic"model"
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a" And"the"relevant"in/appropriate"terms"

"

2." The"function"of"the"ear"

3." What"happens"when"you"have"a"hearing"loss"

4." How"does"hearing"loss"affect"people"

5." Statistics"

6." Social"Impact"of"Deafness"

7." The"affect"of"Deafness"on"communication"

8." Communication"tactics"

9." Technical"and"environmental"aids"

"

"

" "
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Assessment*Specification*
"

Assessment"for"this"unit"will"take"the"form"of"a"two"part"exam.""

"

Task"1a"Written"paper""

Task"2a"Receptive"scenario"filmed"clip"–"short"written"answers"

"

The"assessment"will"be"externally"marked"by"Signature."

"

The"assessments"above"will"have"a"maximum"of"80"points."""

"

" "
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UNIT"SPECIFICATION""
Unit**DH2*–*Deaf*History*of*BSL*
(RQF"Unit"Number:""H/615/7033)"

*
Unit*summary*
To"appreciate"the"heritage"and"culture"that"supports"and"underpins"the"use"of"British"Sign"

languagee"and"also"to"gain"an"understanding"of"the"history"of"sign"language.""

"

Guided*learning*
hours*(GLH)*

Additional*study*
hours*

Total*learning*time* Credit*value*at*Level*
2*

30" 20" 50" 5"

*
Objective*
By"the"end"of"this"unit"candidates"can:"

•" Demonstrate"knowledge"of"the"origins"and"development"of"sign"language"and"

the"manual"alphabet."

•" Demonstrate"knowledge"of"the"evolution"of"BSL"to"present"day"use."

•" The"role"of"BSL"within"personal"and"family"life."

•" Develop"and"extend"their"knowledge,"and"understanding"of"specific"key"

events"and"periods"of"importance"in"the"history"of"BSL."

•" Develop"an"awareness"of"how"and"why"developments"from"the"past"have"

been"accorded"significance"within"the"Deaf"community."

•" Recognise"that"the"discipline"of"history,"and"the"knowledge"and"understanding"

of"the"past,"enables"them"to"realise"their"own"identity"and"significant"aspects"

of"the"world"in"which"they"live."

"
Learning*Outcomes*
At"the"end"of"this"unit,"the"successful"

learner"will:"

Assessment*Criteria*
At"the"end"of"this"unit,"the"successful"

learner"can:"

1."Demonstrate"knowledge"of"the"origins"

and"development"of"sign"language"and"

the"manual"alphabet."

1.1"Recall,"select"and"communicate"

knowledge"and"understanding"of"the"

history"of"BSL."
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"

1.2"Describe"key"points"in"the"campaign"

for"official"BSL"recognition."

"

1.3"Outline"the"advantages"and"

disadvantages"of"recognition."

2."Demonstrate"knowledge"of"the"

evolution"of"British"Sign"Language"to"

present"day"use."

2.1"Demonstrate"an"understanding"of"

present"day"BSL"through"explanation"of"

key"concepts:"causation,"consequence,"

continuity,"change,"similarity,"difference"

and"significance"within"an"historical"

context."

"

2.2"Explain"key"features"and"

characteristics"of"the"periods"studied"and"

the"relationships"between"them."

"

3."The"role"of"British"Sign"Language"

within"personal"and"family"life."

3.1"Explain"and"make"valid"historical"

claims"linked"to"the"role"of"BSL"within"

personal/family"life"from"identifying"key"

facts"about"deaf"schools"and"societies"

that"emerged"from"the"late"18th"century"

"

3.2"Explain"the"views"of"the"community"

towards"deafness"since"the"18th"century"

"

4."Develop"and"extend"their"knowledge"

and"understanding"of"specific"key"events"

and"periods"in"the"history"of"British"Sign"

Language."

4.1"Demonstrate"the"use"of"a"range"of"

source"material,"including"written"

historical"sources"whose"precise"

provenance"is"given,"as"part"of"an"

historical"enquiry."

"

4.2"Explain"changes"that"have"occurred"

due"to"these"historical"events."

"

5."Develop"an"awareness"of"how"and"

why"developments"from"the"past"have"

5.1"Demonstrate"knowledge"linked"to"a"

range"of"representations"and"
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been"accorded"significance"within"the"

Deaf"community."

interpretations"of"the"past"as"part"of"an"

historical"enquiry."

"

"

5.2"Explain"the"establishment"of"charities"

to"support"deaf"people"

6."Recognise"that"the"discipline"of"

history,"and"a"knowledge"and"

understanding"of"the"past"enables"them"

to"understand"their"own"identity"and"

significant"aspects"of"the"world"in"which"

they"live."

6.1"Describe"the"impact"of"how"key"

decisions"in"the"past"have"influenced"the"

identity"of"Deaf"people."

"

6.2"Explain"the"significance"of"community"

spirit"and"how"this"has"enabled"the"Deaf"

community"to"become"empowered."

"

Topic*Content*
*
•" Origins"and"development"of"sign"language"and"the"manual"alphabet"

•" Evolution"of"BSL"to"present"day"use"

•" Role"of"BSL"in"personal"and"family"life"

•" Key"events"and"periods"in"the"history"of"BSL"

•" How"and"why"developments"from"the"past"have"been"significant"within"the"Deaf"

Community?"

•" How"does"the"history"of"BSL"enable"Deaf"people"to"understand"their"identity"and"

aspects"of"the"world"in"which"they"live?"

"
" "
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ASSESSMENT*SPECIFICATION**
"

Assessment"for"this"unit"will"take"the"form"of"a"written"question"paper,"containing"16"

questions."

"

The"assessment"will"be"externally"marked"by"Signature."

"

Students"will"be"required"to"do"additional"reading"and"research"for"this"unit.""

See"recommended"resource"list."
"

The"assessment"above"will"be"out"of"a"possible"50"marks."

" "
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UNIT"SPECIFICATION""
Unit*PBSL2*U*Productive*British*Sign*Language*Skills*
(RQF"Unit"Number:"K615/7034)"

"

Guided*learning*
hours*(GLH)*

Additional*study*
hours*

Total*learning*time* Credit*value*at*Level*
2*

40" 30" 70" 7"

*
Unit*RBLS2*–*Receptive*British*Sign*Language*Skills*
(RQF"Unit"Number:"M/615/7035:)"

"

Guided*learning*
hours*(GLH)*

Additional*study*
hours*

Total*learning*time* Credit*value*at*Level*
2*

40" 30" 70" 7"

"

Units*summary"
To"demonstrate"their"ability"to"present"and"receive"information"in"British"Sign"

Language.""Their"language"is"generally"accurate"and"they"make"only"minor"

grammatical"errors,"which"do"not"change"their"meaning."

"

Topic"content"

"

•" Meeting"people"

•" Homelife"

•" Health"and"sport"

•" Leisure"and"entertainment"

•" Travel"and"the"wider"world"

•" Education"and"work"

"

For"each"of"the"topics"candidates"will"cover"the"learning"outcomes"below:"

"

"
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1.* Meeting*people*
*

The*candidate*can:*

•" Use"and"understand"appropriate"language"when"

meeting"people"for"the"first"time"

•" Introduce"his/herself"to"a"deaf"person"or"group"of"

deaf"people"

•" Use"and"understand"Deaf"cultural"conventions"

when"meeting"people"

•" Give"and"receive"information"about"his/her"family"

and"friends"

•" Give"and"receive"information"about"the"appearance"

of"variety"people,"animals"and"objects"

•" Give"and"receive"personal"details"

•" Exchange"information"about"their"home,"

family/carer/guardian,"friends,"likes"and"dislikes"

•" Use"fingerspelling"with"the"correct"lip"pattern"for"

names"of"people"and"places"

•" Use"and"understand"appropriate"conventions"to"

start,"maintain,"develop"and"end"a"conversation"or"

presentation"

*
2.* HOME*LIFE*

The*candidate*can:*

•" Talk"about"and"understand"a"variety"of"experiences"

at"home"and"in"the"wider"community"

•" Discuss"everyday"activities"and"events"in"the"past,"

present"and"future"

•" Describe"and"understand"the"order"of"events"during"

the"day,"week,"month"or"year"

•" Give"and"receive"information"about"his/her"

daily/weekly"routine"
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•" Ask"and"answer"questions"about"activities"in"the"

home"

•" Give"and"receive"information"about"family"members"

in"the"home"

*
3.* HEALTH*AND*SPORT*

The*candidate*can:*

•" Give"and"receive"information"about"general"health"

•" Describe"and"respond"to"the"feelings"and"

appearance"of"someone"who"is"ill,"injured"or"

symptomatic"

•" Ask"and"answer"questions"about"an"illness,"injury"

or"symptom(s)""

•" Give"and"receive"information"about"local"amenities""

•" Talk"about"and"understand"how"the"weather"affects"

health"and"sporting"activities"

•" Describe"and"understand"experiences"of"going"to"

the"sports"centre"or"local"club,"e.g."football,"judo"

etc."

•" Talk"about"and"understand"information"from"TV,"

newspapers"and"social"media"relating"to"sporting"

and"health"news"

•" Discuss"a"variety"of"facts"and"opinions"about"

keeping"healthy"

•" Give"and"receive"information"about"a"sporting"

event"(this"could"include"a"sporting"event"you"have"

attended)"

•" Talk"about"and"understand"a"range"of"sporting"

activities,"e.g."football,"weight"lifting"etc."

*
*
*
*
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4.* LEISURE*AND*ENTERTAINMENT*

The*learner*can:*

•" Ask"and"answer"questions"about"activities"relating"

to"leisure"and"entertainment"

•" Discuss"their"experiences"of"going"out"to"the"

cinema,"theatre,"shopping"etc."

•" Give"and"receive"information"about"a"particular"

hobby"or"interest""

•" Give"and"receive"information"about"a"recent"day"

trip"

•" Give"and"receive"information"about"local"events,"

the"latest"film"or"club"activity"

•" Discuss"how"to"arrange"a"party"or"event"

•" Give"and"receive"information"about"ordering"food"

and"drink"

•" Give"and"understand"an"account"of"eating"out"with"

friends"and"family"

*
*

5.* TRAVEL*AND*THE*WIDER*WORLD*

The*learner*can:*

•" Give,"ask"for"and"understand"directions"

•" Discuss"national,"international"and"global"areas"of"

interest"

•" Discuss"travel"arrangements,"including"use"of"

private"and"public"transport"

•" Describe"and"understand"details"about"a"journey"

•" Describe"and"understand"details"about"local"

amenities""

•" Talk"about"and"understand"details"about"the"

weather"
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•" Talk"about"and"understand"accounts"about"

experiences"of"the"school"holidays"

•" Make"reference"to"and"understand"the"important"of"

a"variety"of"media"sources,"including"TV,"

newspaper,"Internet"and"social"media"

•" Give"and"receive"information"about"festivals,"

traditions,"memorable"events"and"sporting"events"

in"other"countries"and"cultures,"e.g."Deaf"Olympics,"

Deaf"football,"rugby"tournaments,"etc."

•" Talk"about"and"understand"the"details"of"key"

features"and"activities"of"a"region"or"town"in"your"

own"country"or"other"countries"you"have"visited"or"

wish"to"visit"

*
6.* EDUCATION*AND*WORK*

Learners*can:*

•" Describe"and"understand"experiences"at"school,"

college,"work"placements"and/or"work."

•" Describe"and"understand"past"experiences"at"

school,"college,"work"placements"and/or"work."

•" Ask"and"answer"questions"about"school,"college,"

work"placements"and/or"work."

•" Give"and"receive"facts"and"opinions"about"school,"

college,"work"placements"and/or"work."

•" Describe"and"understand"experiences"of"looking"for"

places"of"study,"work"placements,"Further"

Education,"Higher"Education,"apprenticeships"or"

work"

*
* *
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PRODUCTIVE*TASK**

•" Use**structures*appropriately*and*accurately*
•" Maintain*good*grammatical*accuracy*and*control*of*language*in*
familiar*situations*with*only*occasional*mistakes*or*minor*errors*

•" Use*a*range*of*vocabulary*with*precision,*including*some*
technical*vocabulary*to*talk*about*familiar*and*unfamiliar*topics.*

•" Make*effective*use*of*paraphrasing*
•" Sign*at*length*without*noticeable*effort*or*loss*of*coherence*
•" Express*and*quantify*ideas*by*using*a*range*of*rephrasing*or*
repair*strategies*effectively*

•" Sustain*communication*or*a*communication*using*a*wide*range*of*
cohesive*devices*

•" Maintain*good*phonological*accuracy*and*control*of*phonological*
features*with*only*occasional*mistakes*or*minor*errors*

•" Use*phonological*features*so*a*native*signer*can*understand*
•" Use*intonation*with*good*control*
•" Start*a*conversation*or*presentation*with*confidence*and*with*
good*control*of*appropriate*conventions*

•" Maintain*and*develop*a*conversation*or*presentation*effectively*
with*confidence*and*good*control*of*appropriate*conventions*

•" Produce*a*range*of*sequences*of*signing*by*developing*other*
points*of*view*

•" Use*language*flexibly*to*express*your*own*thoughts,*opinions*and*
ideas*

•" Use*language*flexibly*to*present*and*analyse*factual*information*
•" Use*language*flexibly*to*talk*about*a*range*of*familiar*and*
unfamiliar*topics*

•" Use*language*to*talk*about*some*more*complex*or*abstract*topics*
•" Explain*the*order*of*events*using*timelines,*tenses*and*aspects*
•" Describe*more*complex*sequences*of*events*reasonably*fluently*

*
"
RECEPTIVE*TASK**

For*this*task,*the*learner*will*watch*8*minute*presentation*in*two*parts*
(first*part*4mins*and*second*part*4*mines)*from*a*DVD*recording*on*one*
of*the*six*topics*in*the*Vocational*Qualification*specification.**The*DVD*
recording*will*be*played*twice.*The*learner*will*then*have*30*minutes*to*
complete*the*question*paper.*
*
The*learner*will*be*assessed*on*their*receptive*skills*�.*
*



21"
"

Key*points:"
•" Externally*assessed*written*examination*

•" 5*minutes*preparation*time*to*read*the*questions*

•" 50*minutes*assessment*time*(including*watching*the*DVD)*
•" NonUverbal*response*tasks*

•" ShortUanswer*questions*
•" LongUanswer*questions*

•" Total*40*marks*available*
"
BSL*Vocational*Unit*4*Receptive**Assessment*Criteria*
Key"skills"–"Understand"Sign"
Language"

"

1.*Recognise*and*respond*to*key*
information,*themes*and*ideas*

•" Nonaverbal"response"task"(2"

marks)"

•" Nonaverbal"response"task"(2"

marks)"

•" Shortaanswer"question"(2"marks)"

•" Shortaanswer"question"(2"marks)"

•" Shortaanswer"question"(2"marks)"

•" Total"10"marks"

2.*Demonstrate*general*
understanding*

•" Nonaverbal"response"task"(2"

marks)*
•" Shortaanswer"question"(2"marks)*

•" Longaanswer"question"(6"marks)*

•" Total"10"marks*

3.*Identify*the*overall*message,*key*
points,*details,*facts*and*opinions*

•" Shortaanswer"question"(2"marks)*

•" Shortaanswer"question"(2"marks)*

•" Shortaanswer"question"(2"marks)*
•" Longaanswer"question"(4"marks)*

•" Total"10"marks*

4.*Deduce*meaning* •" Shortaanswer"question"(2"marks)*
•" Shortaanswer"question"(2"marks)*

•" Shortaanswer"question"(2"marks)*
•" Longaanswer"question"(4"marks)*
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•" Total"10"marks*
*

* *
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*
Assessment*Criteria*
"
Key*skills* Grade"AaE*learners*can:"
1.*Recognise*and*
understand*key*
information,*important*
themes*and*ideas*
Weighting:"25%"of"final"mark"
for"this"skill"area"
�"

•" Recognise"key"information,"important"themes"and"
ideas"from"short"and"long"extracts"of"signed"
language"containing"simple"and"complex"structures"

•" Understand"key"information,"important"themes"and"
ideas"from"monologues"containing"basic,"simple"and"
complex"structures"

2.*Demonstrate*general*
understanding*
Weighting:"25%"of"final"mark"
for"this"skill"area"
�*

•" Identify"the"overall"message"and"key"themes"of"
longer"extracts"of"signed"language"containing"basic,"
simple"and"complex"structures"

3.*Identify*the*overall*
message,*key*points,*
details,*facts*and*opinions*
Weighting:"25%"of"final"mark"
for"this"skill"area"
�*

•" Pick"out"the"key"points"and"specific"details"of"shorter"
/"longer"extracts"of"signed"language"containing"basic,"
simple"and"complex"structures."

•" Recognise"and"understand"facts"and"opinions"in"
longer"extracts"of"signed"language"containing"basic,"
simple"and"complex"structures."

4.*Deduce*meaning*
Weighting:"25%"of"final"mark"
for"this"skill"area"
�*
*

•" Use"their"knowledge"of"the"context"to"work"out"the"
meaning"of"unfamiliar"signs"in"a"range"of"familiar"and"
unfamiliar"situations"

•" Use"contextual,"grammatical"and"vocabulary"cues"to"
infer"the"signer’s"attitude,"mood"and"intentions"

"
* *
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Assessment'
criteria'

Communication'Skills'('Total'40'marks)#
Task#1#Presentation#314#minutes#1##Task#2#Conversation#415#minutes#

Points' pts# # pts# # pts# # pts# # pts# # pts# #
Initiate'and'
develop'
discourse'
(25%)'

0# No#
communication#
has#taken#place#
#

11
2#

Attempts#to#
start#and#
maintain#a#
conversation#
or#
presentation#
with#limited#
success#
#

31
4#

Attempts#to#
start#and#
maintain#a#
conversation#
or#presentation#
with#some#
success#
#

51
6#

Attempts#to#
start,#maintain#
and#develop#a#
conversation#
or#
presentation#
with#some#
success#
#

71
8#

Uses#strategies#
to#start,#
maintain#and#
develop#a#
conversation#or#
presentation#
confidently#and#
with#some#
inaccuracies##

91
10#

Uses#
appropriate#
strategies#
confidently#and#
accurately#to#
start,#maintain#
and#develop#a#
conversation#or#
presentation#

Give'facts'
and'opinions.'
(25%)'

0# No#facts#and#
opinions#are#
offered#
#

11
2#

A#very#limited#
range#of#facts#
and#opinions#
with#no#
attempt#at#
analysis#or#
justification#
#

21
3#

A#limited#range#
of#facts#and#
opinions#are#
offered#with#
very#little#or#no#
attempt#at#
analysis#or#
justification#

51
6#

A#limited#
range#of#facts#
and#opinions#
are#offered#
with#some#
attempt#at#
analysis#or#
justification#
#

71
8#

A#good#range#
of#facts#and#
opinions#are#
offered#with#
some#analysis#
and#justification#
#

91
10#

A#wide#range#
of#facts#and#
opinions#are#
fully#analysed#
and#justified##
#

Talk'about'
range'of'
contexts'
(25%)'

0# No#attempt#is#
made#to#talk#
about#a#range#
of#topics#
#

11
2#

Talks#about#
personal#
information#or#
familiar#
contexts##
#

31
4#

Talks#about#a#
limited#range#
of#familiar#and#
unfamiliar#
contexts#

51
6#

Talks#about#a#
good#range#of#
familiar#
contexts#and#a#
limited#range#
of#unfamiliar#
contexts#

71
8#

Talks#about#a#
good#range#of#
familiar#and#
unfamiliar#
contexts#
#

91
10#

Talks#about#a#
wide#range#of#
familiar#and#
unfamiliar#
contexts#
#

Convey'
information'
and'narrate'
events'(25%)'

0# Cannot#convey#
basic#
information#

11
2#

Attempts#to#
convey#basic#
information#
with#some#
success#using#
very#little#or#no#
cohesive#
devices#

31
4#

Conveys#basic#
information#
with#some#
flexibility#using#
a#limited#range#
of#connectors#
and#timelines#
to#link#events#

51
6#

Conveys#basic#
information#
with#ease#
using#a#range#
connectors#
and#timelines#
to#link#events#

71
8#

Conveys#
detailed#
information#
with#some#
flexibility,#using#
a#range#of#
grammatical#
features#to#
express#the#

91
10#

Conveys#
detailed#
information#
with#ease,#
integrating#
complex#
sequences#of#
events#
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'

' '

sequence#of#
events#
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Assessment'
criteria'

Productive'Skills'(40'marks)#
Task#1#Presentation#314#minutes#1##Task#2#Conversation#415#minutes#

Points' pts# # pts# # pts# # pts# # pts# # pts# #
Grammatical'
accuracy'
(25%)'

0# Communication#
not#possible#due#
to#inaccurate#
language#

11
2#

Uses#a#good#
range#of#
basic#
structures#
with#some#
errors#
#

31
4#

Uses#a#mixture#
of#basic#and#
simple#
structures#
#

51
6#

Uses#a#good#
range#of#simple#
structures#with#
some#errors#

71
8#

Uses#a#mixture#
of#simple#and#
complex#
structures#

91
10#

Produces#
consistently#
accurate#
language#
using#a#good#
range#of#
complex#
structures#

Vocabulary'
(25%)'

0# No#
communication#
has#taken#place#
# #

11
2#

Uses#simple#
vocabulary#
to#convey#
personal#
information#
#

31
4#

Uses#
vocabulary#
resource#to#talk#
about#familiar#
topics#
#

51
6#

Uses#
vocabulary#
resource#with#
limited#
flexibility#to#talk#
about#familiar#
and#unfamiliar#
topics#
#

71
8#

Uses#
vocabulary#
resource#flexibly#
to#show#some#
awareness#of#
style#and#
collocation#with#
some#
inappropriate#
choices#

91
10#

Uses#a#wide#
vocabulary#
resource#
readily#and#
precisely,#
including#
some#

Fluency'and'
coherence'
(25%)'

0# Paraphrase#and#
repair#strategies#
are#not#
attempted#

11
2#

Signs#with#
long#pauses#
and#gives#
brief#
responses#
#

31
4#

Maintains#flow#
of#signing#using#
repetition,#self1
correction#or#
slow#signing#to#
keep#going#

51
6#

Attempts#to#
sign#at#length#
with#some#
success#
#

71
8#

Signs#at#length#
without#
noticeable#
effort,#using#a#
range#of#
cohesive#
devices#

91
10#

Signs#fluently#
using#
paraphrase#
and#repair#
strategies#
effectively#
#

Phonological'
accuracy'
(25%)'''

0# Communication#
not#possible#due#
to#inaccurate#
phonology#or#
intonation#

11
2#

Use#of#
phonology#
and#
intonation#
makes#it#
difficult#to#
understand#

31
4#

Maintains#
limited#control#
over#phonology#
and#intonation#
with#frequent#
errors#relating#
to#all#
phonological#
features#

51
6#

Maintains#
mixed#control#
over#phonology#
and#intonation#
with#some#
errors#relating#
to#orientation,#
facial#
expression,#

71
8#

Maintains#mixed#
control#over#
phonology#and#
intonation#with#
some#errors#
relating#to#
orientation#and#
facial#
expression#

91
10#

Produces#
consistently#
accurate#
phonology#
and#
intonation#
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'

' '

handshape#or#
location#
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Assessment'Specification'
'
RECEPTIVE'BSL'SKILLS'
'

Candidates#will#be#assessed#on#their#understanding#of#a#story#presented#in#BSL#on#a#

DVD.##Learners#should#have#some#knowledge#of#regional#variation#in#sign#language,#as#

the#presenter#on#the#DVD#may#not#use#the#candidate’s#local#signs.#

#

The#candidate#will#watch#a#DVD#based#on#one#of#the#topics#in#the#qualification#and#will#

answer#20#short#written#answer#questions.##Signature#will#provide#the#answer#booklets#

for#each#candidate.###

#

The#DVD#must#not#be#stopped#at#any#time#during#the#assessment#and#it#must#not#be#

repeated.###

#

The#assessment#will#be#out#of#a#total#of#40#marks#

# #
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Assessment'Specification'
'
PRODUCTIVE'BSL'SKILLS'
'
The#assessment#for#this#unit#is#split#into#two#parts.##Each#candidate#will#complete##

#

•# Presentation#

•# Conversation#

#

Both#parts#of#the#assessment#will#focus#on#a#topic#provided#5#weeks#prior#to#the#

assessment#date#by#Signature.##Three#topics#will#be#selected#at#random#by#Signature#

and#will#be#given#to#the#centre.#

#

The#centre#will#give#the#topics#to#candidates#and#give#them#4#weeks#to#prepare#the#

presentation#and#conversation.#

#

The#assessment#will#be#out#of#possible#80#marks.#

#

#

OVERALL'GRADING'OF'THE'QUALIFICATION'
'

Grade#A# # 235#

Grade#B# # 195#

Grade#C# # 150#

Grade#D# # 110#

Grade#E# # 90#

#


